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    Nipmuck Indian Council of Chaubaunagungamaugg

• The policy on burial sites and cemeteries (GMP p.64) has been rewritten to state more
clearly that the Partnership follows strict state and federal laws and consults with the
Massachusetts Historical Commission, the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation
Officer, the Massachusetts State Archeologist, the Massachusetts Commission on
Indian Affairs, tribal historic preservation officers, and others on the protection of
burial grounds. 
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• The new section, “Native Americans and the Islands” (GMP p.4) addresses the
issue of treatment of native people during King Philip’s War. 
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    Muhheconneuk Intertribal Committee on Deer Island,
    John Sam Sapiel, Coordinator

• The policy on burial sites and cemeteries (GMP p.64) has been rewritten to
state more clearly that the Partnership follows strict state and federal laws and
consults with the Massachusetts Historical Commission, the Massachusetts
State Historic Preservation Officer, the Massachusetts State Archeologist, the
Massachusetts Commission on Indian Affairs, tribal historic preservation
officers, and others on the protection of burial grounds. 
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    Muhheconneuk Intertribal Committee on Deer Island,
    John Sam Sapiel, Coordinator

• The policy on burial sites and cemeteries (GMP p.64) has been rewritten to state more
clearly that the Partnership follows strict state and federal laws and consults with the
Massachusetts Historical Commission, the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation
Officer, the Massachusetts State Archeologist, the Massachusetts Commission on
Indian Affairs, tribal historic preservation officers, and others on the protection of
burial grounds.
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• The consultation portion of the burial sites and cemeteries policy has been
inserted in the final EIS (EIS p. 113). 

• A new section, “Native Americans and the Islands,” added to the Park
Overview (GMP p.4), addresses these concerns.
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• The offending sentence on page 141 has been deleted (GMP errata). 

• A more detailed section on Native American consultation (GMP p.96)
addresses these concerns. 
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• The suggested change has been made (GMP Errata). 

• The text has been changed (GMP p.1) to reflect this and other comments
concerning the use of the word “recreation.”

• The text has been changed (GMP p.3) to reflect this comment.
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• Expanded description of King Philip’s War period is found in the new section,
Native Americans and the Islands (GMP p.4).

• The terminology now used throughout the plan and environmental impact
statement is pre-contact period.
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• The re-written section, Ethnographic Sites, (GMP p. 10) addresses some of
these concerns.



    COMMENT                                                                    NOTES on EIS and GMP CHANGES

   Page 56

• An additional point has been added to the purpose of the park concerning
enhancing public understanding, including the history of American Indian use
and involvement (GMP p. 46).
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• The terminology now used throughout the plan and environmental impact
statement is pre-contact period.
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• New text makes this change (GMP p. 58). 

• The revised text refers to “fractured American Indian cultural systems” (GMP
p.58). 

• The revised text includes a reference to Indians in this section (GMP p.58).

• Revisions have been made to the Burial Sites and Cemeteries policy (GMP
p.64) based on this and other comments.
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• The plan contains this new language under Preservation of Data and Museum
Collections; Protection of Research Potential:” (GMP p.70) “In particular, for
resources related to American Indian tribes, the Partnership seeks the views of
tribal representatives as to a course of action.”

• A revised section of studies and collections clarifies the park’s position on
independent research: “Independent studies are not required to address
specifically identified Partnership management issues or information needs.
However, these studies, including data and specimen collection, require a
scientific research and collecting permit.” (GMP p.69)

• See first bullet above.

• The plan clarifies the holders of the park museum collection: “All research data
and objects collected become part of the park museum collection, which is held
by various Partnership agencies and others.” (GMP p. 70)
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• Revised text reads: “Interpretation also reaches out to park neighbors and
communicty decision makers to stimulate discussions about the park and its
values in a local, regional, national, and international context.” (GMP p. 80)

• The following has been added in the plan: “Make available opportunities for
dialogue among Indian tribes and nonnative people over the historic use of the
harbor.” (GMP p. 80)
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• Under “Evaluating Environmental Impacts” the plan text reads: “(Specific park
policies also address the federal Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act [NAGPRA], and appropriate state and tribal laws regarding
Indian burial sites and funerary objects.) (GMP p. 85)

• The plan now reads: “In addition, numerous other federal and state laws
establish policy regarding much broader and more comprehensive consultation
with Indian tribal governments and individuals.” (GMP p. 96)

• See previous bullet.
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• The following bullet has been added: “develop programs to protect and
preserve Indian historic sites.”  (GMP p.96)
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• The plan lists these bullets (GMP p. 51):
• Indian historic and ethnographic sites
• archeological sites, cemeteries, and burial grounds
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• EIS now includes this idea (EIS p. 84).
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• The requested addition “and other periods” has been made (EIS p. 85). 

• The references to naming the state and sites outside the park were eliminated to
focus on archeological sites on the islands (EIS p. 85).
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• The reference to Deer Island now reads: “It has special significance to American
Indians as a place of internment in King Philip’s War. Native Americans return
every year in October  to solemnly commemorate their ancestors’ suffering in a
sorrowful historical chapter” (GMP p. 173).

• The plan contains a new section, Native Americans and the Islands. The point
about the islands where Indians were interned during King Philip’s War is
addressed this way:  “The majority of those relocated were taken to Deer Island
where they were incarcaerated. Later some Indians were forced to other islands,
probably Peddocks Island, Long Island, and one of the Brewster islands.
According to some Indian oral histories, many more islands were used by the
Colonial government to hold Native Americans due to an increasing number of
captives during the period.” (GMP p.4)

• The plan now says: “Peddocks Island had been used by nonnative farmers since
1634, when it was granted to Charlestown.” (GMP p.178)
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